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On the Lepidoptera referred. by Walker to the genus Dioptis of 
Hübner ; by AvruuR G. Butuer, F.L.S.,F.Z.S. 


In the second volume of his Catalogue of Lepidoptera 
Heterocera, Walker quotes 32 species as belonging to the genus 
Dioptis ; these species he groups under 13 sub-generic headings ; 
he begins with a new form which he calls D. d/sereta. 


Genus Enocua. Walker. 
Group l. Enocua. Walker. 
Erocha discreta, 


Dioptis (Erocha)  diseretu, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 319 
(1854). Ega (Bates). Type D. M. 

This genus is referable to the Pyralites and is allied to 
Walker's Genus Zrilusa, it will form a group with that genus, 
with Vifessu and other Old World genera. 


Genus EnnEessa. Walker. 
Group 2. rnBESSA. Walker. 


Erbessu. sobria. 


Dioptis (Erbessa) sobria, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 319, n. 
2 (1854). Para (Bates) Type B.M. 


This genus and the following are allied to Rhosus of Walker, 
Lep. Het. 2, p. 359 ; the latter genus should be extended to in- 
clude Melenchroia clavigera and M. eeruginosa. 


Genus PsEupERBESSA. Buller. 


Easily distinguished from the preceding by the neuration of 
secondaries, the second and third subeostal branches being 
emitted from a long footstalk, and the second and. third median 
branches from a short footstalk. In /rbessa, the subcostals are 
emitted from a very short footstalk, the medians from the end 
of the cell, at its junction with the lower discocellalar. Type 
D. wmbrifera. 
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Pseuderbessa winbrifera. 


Dioptis (Euagra) umbrifera, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 
326, n. 12 (1854). 
Para, (Bates). S. America (Warwick). Type B.M. 


Psuederbessa decorata. 


Phelloé decorata, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. Suppl. 1, p. 146 (1864). 
Ega (Bates). Type D.M. 


Genus PuELLok. Walker. 
Group 3. PHELLOE. Walker. 
Phelloé glaucaspis. 


Dioptis (Phelloé) glaucaspis, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 
320, n. 3 (1854). 
Para, (Bates). 


Phelloé munda. 


Phelloé munda, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. Suppl. 1, p. 146 (1864), 
Para, (Butes). 


The genus Phelloé belongs to the Alelumeride, and is allied 
to Scotura, Getta, Phintiu, Inouda, Afyoniu, &e. &c. 


Genus Leucopsumis. Hübner. 


The following species is referable to this genus of the Zyyenoid 
Arctiide ; the neuration being exactly similar. 


Group 4. rmcuia Walker (part). 
Leucopsumis semistria. 


Dioptis (Erchia) semistria, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 321, 
n. 4 (1854). 
Amazons, (Bates). 


Leucopsumis is nearly allied to Ctenucha. 


Mr. Butler on the Lepidopterous genus. Dioptis. 109 


Genus Eronia. Walker. 
Group 4. ERcHIA, Walker (part). 
Erehia porphyria. 
Sphine porphyria, Cramer, Pap. Exot. IV. p. 227 ; pl. 397, 
fig. E (1782). 
. Centronia porphyria, Hübner, Verz. bek. Schmett. p. 122, n. 
1325 (1816). 


Dioptis (Erehi«) porphyria, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 321, 
n. 5 (1854). 


Surinam. 

Walker originally described the Lamocharis machilis of 
Herrich Schiitfer as this species (compare Cat. Lep. Het. 1, p. 
157, and VII. p. 1604). 


Erehia glaucopoides. 
Dioptis (Huagra) glaucopoides, Walker, Cat. Lep Het. 1, p. 
325, n. 11 (1854). 
Parà, (Bates). 
The genus Ærchia, as thus constituted, is only distinguished 
from my new genus Metriophylu by its shorter and broader 
wings ; it belongs to the Zyqenoid Arctiide. 


Genus PHARA. Walker. 
Phara trivittata. 


Dioptis (Phara) trivittata, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 322, 
n. 6 (1854). 
Hab.—? Type B.M. 


Phara nyctemeroides. 


Olina nyctemeroides, Walker, Char. Het. Lep. p. 6 (1869). 
Hab.—! Type B.M. 


The genus Phara is closely allied to Leucopsumis, but has 
the abdominal lines of Archia ; P. nyctemeroides is very near 
to P. trivittata ; but is, L think, distinct. 
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Genus Dryma@a. Walker. 
Drymeu hesperoides. 


Dioptis (Drymæa) hesperoides, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 
323, n. 7 (1851). 
New Grenada. ‘Type B.M. 


Drymæa unimaculata, n. sp. 


Wings above black, with a blue shot ; primaries with a large 
hyaline white spot immediately beyond the end of the cell ; 
secondaries with the costa brown; body greenish black ; head, 
and sides of abdomen spotted with whitish ; primaries below 
with a cuneiform interno-median white streak, internal area 
greyish brown, apical area streaked between the veins with 
silver; secondaries silver with the veins (excepting the dis- 
cocellullars) black; body below sordid white, legs black: 
expanse of wings l inch, 7 lines. 


E. Peru, (Degand). Type B.M. 


The genus Drynvea is clearly allied to Phelloc. 


Genus EvacnRa.  JVulker. 
Huagra ceelestina. 


Phalæna celestina, Cramer, Pap. Exot. IV. p. 107, pl. 345, 
fig. G (1782). 

Dioptis (Euagra) celestinu, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 324, 
n. 8 (1854). 

Dioptis (Agyrta) interclusu, Walker, 1. c. p. 328, n. 14 (1854). 

Para, (Bates). B.M. 


Euagra angelica, n. sp. 


Nearly allied to Æ. cewlestina ; but the hyaline spot of 
primaries larger, not cut by the second median branch, but 
almost filhng the interspace between the first and second 
branches ; expanse of wings, 1 inch, 4 lines. 


New Granada, Pacho, Province of Cundinamarca (Junson). 
Type B.M. 
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Euagre hemanthis. 


Dioptis (Euagra) hemanthus, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 
324, n. 9 (1854). 
Mexico, (Argent). Type B.M. 


In this species the hyaline patch of primaries only fills the 
upper half of the interspace between the first and second median 
branches. 


Section Nerve. Walker. 


Median branches of primaries rather closer together. 


Huagra intercisa, n. sp. 


Differs from the preceding in having a hyaline white streak 
eut by the median nervwe of primaries and running from the 
base to the hyaline discal patch, with which it is continuous : ex- 
panse of wings 1 inch, 5 lines. 

Venezuela, (Dyson). Type B.M. 


We have two examples of this species, on one of which | 
found a label, in Mr. Walker’s handwriting, bearing the above 
name ; it is the Dioptis (Ayyrta) «uro of Walker (nec Hibner). 


Kuagra fenestra. 


Dioptis (Nepe) fenestra, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 337, n. 
31 (185+). 
Hab.—? Type B.M. 


I cannot conceive Mr. Walkers object in separating this 
species generically from Huagra, there being very little structura] 
difference. Huagra,and the following three genera are Zygeemoid 
Arctiide, allied to Leucopsumts, 


(CADDAGRA, D coli 


Closely allied to Kuagra, but the first median branch of 
secondaries emitted at a greater distance from the second, and 
the lower radial emitted from the third median (with which it 
forms a fork) considerably nearer to its origin, thus shortening 
the footstalk. 

Type C. azurea. 
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Callugra azurea. 


Dioptis (Euagra) azurea, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 325, 
n. 10 (1854). 


Brazil. 


This species most nearly resembles Kuagru hemanthus, but is 
smaller, shorter in the wing, and has a smaller hyaline spot in 
primaries; the collar also, instead of being carmine, has a 
yellow spot on each side. 


Calluqra splendida, n. sp. 


Like a small example of Agyrtu dix: wings black with a 
blue shot; primaries with a large hyaline triangular white 
patch, crossed by the median nervure and its first branch, from 
the middle of the wing to the base ; a subapical oblique hyaline 
white spot; secondaries with a broad central hyaline white 
streak, from the base to near the outer margin, interrupted by 
the median nervure and its branches; head black margined 
with white, palpi carmine at base, otherwise black ; antenne 
black ; collar carmine; thorax metallic blue-green, with a 
central longitudinal white line; tegule blue-green, white ex- 
ternally, with a white central line ; abdomen blue-green with a 
central white streak, sides pale brown; front trochanters white, 
other trochanters cream-colour ; remainder of legs brown streaked 
with white; venter cream-colour, the anus and a line on each 
sides brown: expanse of wings 1 inch, 7 lines. 

Brazil. Type D.M. 


MYDROMERA, n. gen. 


Readily distinguished from Huagra by the extreme shortness 
of the footstalk from which the third median and lower radial 
branches are emitted, and from the fact that the second median 
is emitted some distance before the end of the cell. Type 
M. isthinia. 


Mydromera isthmia. 


Euagra isthmia, Felder, Reise der Nov. Lep. 4, pl. CV. fig. 
24 (1874). 
New Granada. B.M, 
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Genus Acyrta. Hübner. 


Group 8. acyrtra. Walker. 


Agyita dur, 


Dioptis (Aggrta) dux, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 327, n. 
12 (1854). 
Venezuela, (Dyson). Type D.M. 


The insect from Honduras is distinct. 


Agyrta cestiva, n. sp. 


Differs from the preceding in the much more restricted longi- 


tudinal hyaline white streak, and the straighter and broader 


postmedian oblique band of primaries: expanse of wings 2 


inches, 1 line. 
Honduras, (Dyson). Type B.M. 


Agyrta micilia. 
Phalena micilia, Cramer, Rape Exot TIL p362; p228, 
a (1751). 
Limacodes micilia, Duncan, Nat. Libr. XXXVIL, Exot. 
Mathsap. 179 ; pl 292,iga: 1, 2. 
Tropical America, (Becker). B.M. 


Agyrta auxo, 


Hipocrita tineiformis Anxo, Hübner, Samml. Exot. Schmett, 1. 

Agyrta «uxo, Hübner, Verz. bek. Schmett. p. 177, n. 1829. 

Dioptis (Agyrta) micilia, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 329, 
n. 16 (1854). 

Venezuela, (Dyson). B.M. 


Agyrta ? lucida. 
Agqyrta lucida, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. Suppl. 1, p. 147 (1864). 
Dogota. 


Not having seen this species, L am unable to decide its true 
position ; I feel almost certain from its peculiar coloration that 
it is not an Agyrt«. 
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MICRAGYRTA, n. gen. 


Resembles Agyría, excepting in its small size, but the 
arrangement of the veins in secondaries is almost exactly that of 
Empyreuma ; the principal difference being, that the radial 
passes through the centre of the discocellulars, and, as a re- 
current nervure, divides the cell into two parts. 

Type M. gavisa. 

This genus must be placed between Histiwa and Empyreuma 
in the Zygenide. 


Mieragqyrta quvisa. 


Agyrtu gurisa, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. Suppl. 1, p, 147 (1864). 
Ega, (Bates). 


Micragyrta diminuta. 


Dioptis (Aqyrta) diminuta, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 328, 
n. 15 (1854). 
Para, (Bates). 


Genus IsosroLa. Felder. 


This genus belongs to the Pericopiinw, and is allied to 
Hueyane. 


Isostola vhodobroncha. 
Isostola rhodobroncha, Felder, Reise der Nov. Lep. 4, pl. 
CIII, fig. 15 (1874). 
Hab.—? 


Isostola divisa. 
Dioptis (Agyrta) divisu, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 329, n. 
17 (1854). 
Para, (Bates). Type B.M. 


Isostola cyanomelas. 


Phanoptis cyanomelas, Felder, Reise der Nov. Lep. pl. CIV. 
fig. 10 (1874). 
Hab.—! 
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[sostolu vicina, n. sp. 


Nearly allied to 4. divisa, but differing in its smaller size ; the 
hyaline cuneiferm patch, upon median area of primaries, ex- 
tending nearly to the base and divided throughout its length by 
the median nervure ; the postmedian hyaline band, tapering to a 
point at its upper end; the subapical fasciole reduced to a 
narrow bifid litura ; central hyaline streak of secondaries much 
narrower; expanse of wings l inch, 8 lines. 

S. America, (Warwick). Type B.M. 


METASTATIA, n. gen. 


Only differs from Hyaleuceriu, in neuration, in the fact that 
the radial, instead of forming a fourth median branch, is con- 
tinuous with the recurrent nervure. Type M. pyrrhorhwa. 


The body of Metastatia is much less robust than in Hyulenceria. 


Metastatiu pyrrhorhea. 


Hyelosia pyrrhorhea, Hübner, Samii. Exot. Schmett Zutr. 
p. 12, n. 22, figs. 43, 44 (1806). 

Dioptis (Agyrtu) pyrrhorhea, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 
330, n. 18 (1854). 

Para, (Smith and Bates). 


This genus of course belongs to the Zyyenoid Arctiid«, and 
represents one of the few instances in this group in which the 
median nervure of secondaries is not four-branched. 


Genus GNOPHELA. Walker. 


Group 9. GNoriLELA. Walker. 
This is a well-marked genus of the Charideine including 
G. vermiculata, G. hopfferi, and other species. Walker only 
quotes the following : 


Gnophela cequinoctialis. 
Dioptis (Gnopluela) wquinoctialis, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2. 
p. 331, n. 19 (1854), Boisduval, Lep. Guat. p. 87 (1870). 
Venezuela (Becker). Type B.M. 
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Genus Hyruina. Walker. 
Group 10. Hyrwina. Walker. 


This and the following genera will come after Ærbessu, being 
succeeded by. Gonoru, Seaptia Aletis, Curobu, Bytharia, Secusio, 
Nyctemera, and allies; all of which may be referred to the 
Nyctemeride. 


Hyrminu areolata. 
Dioptis (Hyrmina) areolata, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 
332, n. 20 (1854). 
Epiltuis melda, Boisduval, Lep. Guat. p. 78. 
Brazil, (Argent). Type D.M. 


Mr. Walker confounded several species under this name, but 
it would be useless to describe them without figures, as they 
differ in points which ean scarcely be made clearly intelligible 
by description alone. 


Mr. Boisduval gives Nicaragua and Quito as the localities of 

this species, 
Hyrmina onega. 

Dioptis onegu, Bates, Trans. Linn. Soc. XXIII, pl. LV, fig. 
12 (1862). 

Laurona onegia, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. Suppl 1, p. 149 
(1864). 

Ega, (Bates). ‘Type D.M. 


Hyrmina noctiluces. 
Dioptis noctiluces, Butler, Cist. Ent. 1, p. 88 (Jan. 1872); 
Lep. Éxot. p. 176, n. 2gepl. LXI, fig: 7 (1874). 
Var. Dioptis erycinoides, Felder, Reise der Nov. Lep. 4. Tab. 
CV, fig. 4 (1874). 
Cartago, Costa Rica, ( Vun Patten). Type B.M. 


Hyrmina ithomeina. 
Dioptis ithomeina, Butler, Cist. Ent. 1, p. 87 (Jan. 1872), 
Lep. Exot. p. 175, n. 1; pl. LXI, fig. 8 (1874). 
Dioptis Salvini, Felder Reise der Nov. Lep. 4, Tab. CV, fig. 
5 (1874). 
Cartago, Costa Rica, (Van Patten). Type B.M. 
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Hyrmina phelina. 


Dioptis phelin«, Felder, Reise der Nov. Lep. 4, Tab. CV, fig. 
6 (1874). 
S. America. B.M. 


This species was mixed up with H. areolata by My. Walker. 


Hyrmina eyma. 


Dioptis eme; Hübner, Samml, Exot. Schmett. Zutr. figs. 17, 
18 (1806); Verz. bek Schmett. p. 174, n. 1792 (1816). 

Dioptis (Hyrmina) cyma, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 332, 
n. 21 (1854). 

Para, (Smith and Bates). B.M. 


The species from Demerara is distinct ; this species is figured 


by Bates (Trans. Linn. Soc. XXILI, pl. LV, fig. 13, 1862). 


Hyrmina leucothyris, n. sp. 


Allied to the preceding species, but has the primaries coloured 
exactly as in A. œliana; the postmedian band being broken up 
into two spots; and the subapical streak reduced to a quadrifid 
spot; expanse of wings l inch 6 lines. 

Ega, (Bates), ‘Type D. M. 


Hyrmina cliana. 


Dioptis cliana, Bates, Trans. Linn. Soc. XXIII, pl. LV, fig. 
10 (1862). 

Luurona liana, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. Suppl. 1, p. 150 
(1864). 

Ega, (Bates). B.M. 


Genus Dtoptis, Hibner. 
Dioptis Llerdina. 


Dioptis erdinu, Bates, Trans. Linn. Soc. XXIII, pl. LV. 
fig. 11 (1863). 

Luuronu Herdina (sic), Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. Suppl. 1. 
p. 149 (1864). 

Ega, (Bates). B.M. 
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Dioptis ineon. 
Phalena meon, Cramer, Pap. Exot. 1, p. 118; pl. LXXI, fig. 
E (TTO) 
Dioptis meon, Hübner, Verz. bek. Schmett. p. 174, n. 1793 
(1816). 
Laurona meon, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 7, p. 1653 (1856). 
Surinam. 


Dioptis pheloides. 
Monocreayra pheloides, Felder, Reise der Nov. Lep. 4, Tab. 
CV, fig. 7 (1874). 
IIab.—? 


Genus LaunoNa. Walker. 
Group 10 (part) HyRMina, and 11 Lauron, Welker. 


In this genus the median branches of secondaries are all 
separate ; the sexes are also dissimilar. 


Laurona vinosa. 


Sphinx vinosa, Drury, Ill. Exot. Ent. p. 47 ; pl. 23. fig. 4. 

Callimorpha? vinosa, Westwood, ed. Drury, 1. c. 

Dioptis (Hyrmina) vinosu, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 332, 
n. 22 (1854). . 

* Antigua" Drury.  Hab.—! B.M. 


Laurona rica. 
Dioptis rica, Hübner, Samml. Exot. Schmett. Zutr. figs. 531, 
532 (1806). 


Dioptis (Lauron) rica, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 333, n. 
23 (1854). 


d Sta Martha (Bouchard), 9 Venezuela (Dyson). B.M. 


Several species were confounded under this name by Mr. 
Walker. 


Laurona panamensis, n. sp. 


9 Intermediate in character between L. ricu and L. syma. 
Wings greyish hyaline, veins black ; primaries with the 
apical half black, crossed through its centre by an oblique 
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regular white band ; costal and internal areoles black, intersected 
by a narrow orange streak, secondaries with a narrow black 
outer border ; body brown ; head blackish, white-spotted, tegulæ 
orange ; abdomen greyish on its dorsal region, with a central dark 
brown longitudinal line; body below whitish, legs black and 
white, sides of pectus orange, venter white with a dark brown 
central stripe; expanse of wings l inch, 11 lines. 
Veragua, (Salvin). 5 examples. D. M. 


Laurona syma. 


Dioptis (Lauron) syma, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 334, n. 
24 (1854). 

Laurona subafiticta, Walker, l.c. Suppl. p. 148 (1864). 

Epilais Zetila, Boisduval, Lep. Guat. p. 78 (1874). 

* Bogota” Boisduval. Hab.—? B.M. 


Laurona leucophed, 


Dioptis (Lauron) lencophwa, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 
334, n. 25 (1854). 


Venezuela, (Dyson) Para (Grahame). Type B.M. 


Luurona vrufilinea. 


'$ Laurona vufilinet, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. Suppl. 1, p. 
148 (1864). 


4,9 Ega, (Bates). Type B.M. 


The male is very similiar to that of the preceding species. 


Laurona partita. 


Dioptis (Lauron) partite, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 335, 
n. 27 (1854). 
Para, (Bates). Type B.M. 


Laurona ergolis. 


Dioptis (Lauron) ergolis, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 335, 
n. 28 (1854). 


Jamaica, (Gosse). Type B.M. 
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Laurona Domingonis, n. sp. 


9 Nearly allied to L. eryolis, but smaller, shorter in the wing ; 
the white band of primaries shorter; the orange streaks shorter, 
ill-defined ; the streak across the median branches obsolete ; 
expanse of wings 1 inch, 9 lines. 

St. Domingo, (Tweedie). Type B.M. 


This species agrees with Boisduval’s deseription of his Ditaxis 
sora * + but I cannot think it the same as a Guatemala form. 


Genus Locua, Walker. 


Group 12. Locua, Walker. 


Locha hyalina. 


2 Dioptis (Locha) hyalina, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 336, 
n. 29 (1854). 

d Erycinopsis diaphana, Felder, Reise der Nov. Lep. 4, pl. 
"CV, fig. 9 (1874). 

S. America, (Johnson). Type B.M. 


Locha diaphana. 


Phalena (Noctua) diaphana, Drury, Ul. Exot. Ent. III, 
Pood: plese Do 

Callimorpha ? diaphana, Westwood, ed. Drury, l.c. 

Dioptis (Locha) diaphana, Walker, Cat. Lep. Het. 2, p. 336, 
n. 90 (1854). 


Brazil. 


Locha perspicud, n. sp. 


4 General aspect of L. hyalina |, but smaller, with broader 
borders. Wings hyaline white, the veins and borders black ; 
primaries with a rather broad black band from costa, above end 
of cell, to outer margin on first median interspace ; head and 
thorax black, with central interrupted white line; abdomen 
above dark gray, below sordid white; legs brown: expanse of 
wings 1 inch, 5 lines. 

Chontales, Nicaragua (Janson). ‘Type B.M. 


* Lep. Guat. p. 79. 
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Genus Goxora, Walker. 


I am doubtful whether Walker intended to include this genus 
in his Dioptidæ ; but it immediately follows Lawrona in his 
Supplement. 


Gonora heliconiata. 


Gonora heliconiatu, Walker, Lep. Het. Suppl 1, p. 151 
(1864). 

Phelodes cequatoriulis, Felder, Reise der Nov. Lep. 4, Tab. 
CIV, fig. 9 (1874). 

Epilais wquutorialis, Boisduval, Lep. Guat. p. 78. 

Bogota (Stevens). Type B.M. 


The genus Scaptia, which follows, will contain Chrysauge 
lutescens, repunda, culida n. sp., aletis, and translata. 


Walker has referred his Dioptis hyclosioides to his genus Gerra; 
which, he says, is allied to Josia. not having seen either genus 
or species I will not attempt to question the correctness of this 
act. 


M 


